July 13, 2016
The Honorable Paul Ryan
Speaker of the House
H-232, United States Capitol
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Mr. Speaker:
We, the following pro-growth, pro-innovation, free-market advocates, ask the House of Representatives
to immediately take up and pass the common-sense biotech labeling bill that recently passed in the Senate by a
63-30 vote. This bipartisan agreement—Roberts-Stabenow—will establish a national labeling standard that will
protect consumers, advance market-based principles, and support sound science.
We want to make it absolutely clear that this legislation will prevent the proliferation of costly,
unconstitutional state-based labeling mandates. To date, more than 50 bills have been introduced in dozens of
states to require the labeling of genetically modified foods, or GMOs. A Vermont law took effect on July 1. If
Congress fails to act, Vermont and other states following suit will upend the nation’s entire market system for
food, from farming to supply to retail.
GMOs are among the most analyzed subjects in science. With thousands of global studies affirming
safety, the science over GM foods is unquestionably settled. The world’s most prestigious science, health, and
academic institutions have confirmed and re-confirmed that GMO science does not pose a risk to our health, and
GM foods are as safe and/or safer than conventional or organic foods.
Yet, activists—like those in Vermont—still sound the anti-GMO alarm, and their failure to consider the
science when advocating policy betrays their true agenda. The activists' ultimate goal is not "freedom of choice"
or the "right-to-know" for consumers, as they claim, but to drive GM foods out of the market.
An economy based on free enterprise requires a consistent, national labeling solution to maximize the
consumer’s right-to-know and allow for competition and innovation to thrive. The alternative of state-based
mandates will undermine the market resulting in higher prices and fewer choices for all Americans. The House
must act to pass this critical, market-based proposal to protect farmers, families, and businesses. If not, antiGMO activists will continue to stigmatize biotech science through their organized, yet deceitful, campaign of
state-based labeling mandates.
We urge the House of Representatives to approve the Roberts-Stabenow legislation this week before the
August recess.
Thank you,
Jerry Rogers – President, Capitol Allies
Andrew Langer – President, Institute for Liberty
Pete Sepp – President, National Taxpayers Union
George Landrith – President, Frontiers of Freedom
Seton Motley – President, Less Government

